Candidate Statement for Brett Watson
2919 Highland Ct, Unit A
Arcata, CA 95521
I moved to Arcata to attend HSU, where I graduated with a degree in Forestry, focusing on Wildland Fire Management.  I also earned a Minor in Environmental Ethics. I currently own two businesses and was appointed to the city council last year. My primary business is ecommerce and my most recent business provides technical office support and website development for local business and nonprofits. Prior to being appointed, I served for five years on the City of Arcata’s Economic Development Committee, including two years as chair, and was on the board of Arcata Main Street and Zero Waste Humboldt.  I am also a volunteer at Friends of the Arcata Marsh and volunteer at the Arcata Senior Center, where I help seniors use their technology e.g. smartphones and computers.
Serving on the council has been an incredible honor and privilege.  I am deeply committed to listening to my constituents by remaining very involved in community functions and establishing regular office hours.  I try my best to always be responsive.  Over the course of these next four years, I want to:
· Expand safe and affordable housing for all Arcatans;
· Enhance the Plaza and Valley West;
· Help create a ‘premier’ dog park;
· Make progress on zero-waste goals;
· Increase the City’s level of disaster preparedness;
· Work to increase access to public lands.
My campaign committee consists of Nick Thomas (Campaign Manager), Terri Clark (Treasurer), Leah Ramnath (Director of Social Media), and Ciara Emery (Event Coordinator).
The community has been very supportive financially and I’ve already raised approximately $4000.00. I anticipate I’ll need to raise at least another $2000.00 to ensure a comfortable budget to purchase yard signs, services, and additional printed materials. 
My campaign team and I are absolutely committed to my reelection and I have many volunteers already engaged in getting the word.
Our plan for this campaign is to knock on as many doors as possible between now and November to engage directly with Arcata voters.  I am grateful to have the support of many members of the local community, including Wesley Chesbro, Mike Wilson, Julie Fulkerson, John Woolley, Karen Paz Domínguez and Steve Madrone.  As a lifelong Democrat, as well as a current member of the HCDCC, I would greatly appreciate this committee’s endorsement.

Contact: Nick Thomas, nickedwardthomas@gmail.com or 707-382-9765.
Visit BrettforArcata.com for more information.

Education
• Graduate, Firefighter I Academy, Shasta College, Redding, CA. (Dec. 2004)

• Graduate, B.S. degree in Forestry, Wildland Fire Management option, Environmental Ethics Minor, Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA. (May 2010)

• President and National Co-Chair, Humboldt State University’s Student Association for Fire Ecology (2007-09)

• President, Society of American Foresters (Humboldt State University Chapter) (2008-09)

Arcata City Council
• Appointed to the Arcata City Council (April, 2017)

• Vice-mayor of the City of Arcata (2018)
• Vice-chair and City Council Representative to the Redwood Region Economic Development Commission (RREDC) (2017-’18)

• City Council Representative to the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District, Water Quality Task Force (2017)

• City Council Representative to the Humboldt-Del Norte Hazardous Materials Response Joint Powers Authority (2017-’18)

• City Council Liaison to the Arcata Chamber of Commerce (2017-’18)

• City Council Representative to Friends of the Arcata Marsh (2018)

Community Service
• Arcata Economic Development Committee, served 2 years as chair (2012-17)

• Arcata Marsh & Wildlife Sanctuary Volunteer and Lifetime Member of FOAM (2015-Present)

• Arcata Senior Center Volunteer, Weekly “Tech with Brett” Facilitator helping seniors with technology needs at the Arcata Community Center (2015-Present)

• Member, Arcata Chamber of Commerce (2015, 2017-2018)

• Member, Bayside Community Hall (2017-2018)

• Board Member, Arcata Main Street (2014-15)

• Board Member, Zero Waste Humboldt (2014-16)
